Introduction to the SAGE Science Forum
The Main Group meeting of October 2008 recognised that, in SAGE Phase 1, many participants had felt under some pressure to negotiate a consensus (or at least a compromise) regarding the health impacts of EMFs – but that this remained one of the most contentious topics that the dialogue addressed. With hindsight, it was thought that this had not encouraged a more open discussion or a more relaxed environment in which to consider the diversity of views, both within SAGE and outside it. Consequently, the Main Group convened a new Science Forum (SF) and agreed that the aim of this would be, 
“not to create consensus or act as a decision-making body, but to explore the science around the human health impacts of EMFs and understand why divergent views existed”

and that the coverage probably would,
“besides childhood leukaemia, include a wider range of conditions that have been attributed to ELF EMF.”

The SF first met in January 2009 and, at subsequent meetings, has expanded its range of inquiry to include (as well as the science of EMFs and health) an examination of the process of public policy formulation in areas of scientific uncertainty. In support of this work, the SF also offers to SAGE members the opportunity to make a ‘personal presentation’, outlining how they arrived at their particular view of the science of EMFs and health. 
It was originally anticipated that the SF would meet only 3-4 times per annum, but it has since become apparent that this would not enable it to maintain sufficient momentum and it is now likely to meet approximately 6 times per annum.

At the time of writing, the SF’s role is still being explored and it is possible that it may take on a more specific function in relation to other SAGE work streams in future. A more detailed work plan for the SF will be posted on the website when it is available. 

Attendance at SF meetings is open to all SAGE members and experience to date suggests that about 15-20 SAGE members will attend regularly. There is also the possibility of opening it more widely still, to some non-SAGE members and external experts (including scientific and regulatory) may be invited as required. 
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